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XLI.—Notes on the Birds of Chamba, in the N.W. 
Himalayas. By Major C. H. T. Marswatn. 


(Plate X.) 


CuamBa is a native state, lying between 32°-10° N. lat. and 
76°-78° E. long., bordered on the north and west by Kashmir 
and Ladakh, on the south and east by Kangra and the plains 
of the Punjab. It contains 3200 square miles of mountainous 
country. Of this large area only 100,000 acres are cultivated ; 
the rest consists of snowy and rocky mountains, grassy hills, 
and vast forests of cedar, pine, oak, birch, &c. Through it 
run the rivers Ravi and Chenab and the three great ranges of 
mountains—the Western Himalayas, the Mid Himalayas, 
and the Outer Himalayas. The first borders the Chenab 
river and the Pangi valley, the snowy peaks averaging 20,770 
feet and the passes 15,700 fcet. The second cuts through 
the middle of the State and divides the Chenab from the Ravi ; 
its snowy peaks average 19,000 feet and the passes 15,000. 
The third forms the boundary between Kangra and Chamba, 
averages about 13,000 feet, and is clear of snow in the 
summer. 

The climate is, as might be. supposed, very varied, from 
the suffocating heat in summer of the low closed-in valleys 
to the bracing cold of the glaciers among the eternal snows. 
The species included in the subjoined Hst form a very varied 
selection, comprising the Rose-Finch and Chough, dwellers 
among the highest passes, with the Ring-Dove and Grey 
Shrike of the plains. 

I have been administering the State for the last four and 
a half years for the Raja, who isa minor. I have had many 
opportunities of observing the avifauna of the neighbourhood, 
though I must confess that I have not doue so much as I 
might, and I fear my list is not very perfect as far as the 
birds of the higher regions are concerned. 

The greater part of my observations were made within a 
radius of ten miles of the town of Chamba itself, where I 
spent the winter months. It is on a plateau overhanging the 
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Ravi at an elevation of 3300 feet. In January and February 
it is the resort of a great number of birds driven from the 
uplands by stress of weather. Thrushes, Finches, Warblers, 
and Bulbuls flock in hundreds in the gardens, and out in the 
fields may be found swarms of Snow-, Wood-, and Rock- 
Pigeons. Of the 265 species I have observed, one seems to 
be new, and there are several genera which have not yet been 
noticed so far north-west as this, such as Tarsiger, [xulus, 
and others. Again, Turdus ruficollis and Ruticilla erythro- 
gastra have never, I believe, been recorded as having occurred 
at so low an elevation as 3000 feet. 


l. Vuttur monacus. “ Kala-gid.” 

T have frequently seen these huge Vultures floating up and 
down the valley in the winter and spring, never more than 
two at a time. Search has been made in vain for their 
breeding-haunts. The hill-men declare that it does breed 
on precipitous cliffs further inland than Chamba, but they 
have never succeeded in bringing me an egg. Mr. Hume 
says that an egg was extracted from the oviduct of a female 
between this and Murree; I have therefore still hopes of 
learning more about its nidification. 


2. OTOGYPS CALVUS. 

The King Vulture is an occasional visitor. He comes 
fiying up the Ravi from the plains every now and again in 
search of food, but never seems to remain long or to go 
further inland. This species does not breed within Chamba 
limits. 

3 ter. GYPS HIMALAYANUS. “ Burra-gid.” 

The Himalayan Griffon is not common, but is to be found 
in suitable localities throughout the mountains of Chamba. 
I have seen them soaring over the snowy range towards the 
Pangi valley. They breed on lofty and generally inaccessible 
cliffs in January and February. The late Major Cock (the 
best birds’-nester in India) found their eggs near Dharmsala, 
which is on the borders of this State. As far as I can ascer- 
tain, they do not breed on the other side of the eternal 
snows. 
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5. Gyps BENGALENSIS. “Gid.” 

Fairly common ; breeds in the large peepul and mangoe 
trees at low elevations, where the outer range runs into the 
Sewaliks. 


6. NEOPHRON GINGINIANUS, ‘‘ Safayd-gid.” 

This ubiquitous Vulture includes Chamba in its hunting- 
grounds. During the summer I have seen it up as high as 
7000 feet elevation. It breeds in the cliffs in the warm 
valleys. 


7. GYPAETUS BARBATUS. “ Okhab.” 

Common all over the hills on this side of the snowy range. 
I have seen its eyries on precipitous cliffs, but have never 
taken the eggs. The natives give it the name applicd to the 
Tawny Eagle in the plains. 


13. FALCO SUBBUTEO. 
17. FALCO TINNUNCULUS. 


21. AstuR PALUMBARIUS. “Jura,” g; “ Baz,” 9. 

The Goshawk is found throughout Chamba in suitable 
localities. It breeds in forests at high elevations. It is 
much prized for hawking, and in the autumn nets are fixed, 
baited with live Pigeons, on the crests of the lulls about 
which they resort, and several are captured yearly. A female 
Goshawk untrained fetches from 50 to 80 rupees, the male 
is less esteemed. They are used in Chamba for hawking 
Pheasants and Ducks. 


23. Astur BADIUS. “Nikka basa.” 


24. AcciPITER NISUS. “Bása.” 
This and the preceding are common. ‘They are often 
caught and trained for hawking Quails and small birds. 


26. AQUILA CHRYSAETUS. “ Muriari.” 

The Golden Eagle seldom comes down into the valleys, 
but is frequently to be met with in the interior at high eleva- 
tions, generally near the snowy ranges, over which it passes 
into Pangi. It a great enemy to the Monal and other 
Pheasants, so a reward is placed upon its head. More than 
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twelve specimens have been brought to me within the last 
four years. One was secured alive, while fighting with another 
over the carcass of a lamb, by some hill-men who were watch- 
ing their flocks. I kept it for some time, feeding it on 
Mynas, but one day it managed to make its escape. 


27. AQUILA MOGILNIK. 
Occurs sparingly. 
32. NEOPUS MALACCENSIS. 


33. NISAETUS BONELLII. 
The nest of this Eagle was found on a ledge on a precipitous 


cliff over the river Ravi, quite inaccessible without scaling- 
ropes. 


36. SPIZAETUS NIPALENSIS. 

I have only seen one Hawk-Eagle, on a dead tree in the 
Kajiar forest. It is not known to the native shikaris. 

39. SPILORNIS CHEELA. 

The Serpent-Eagle breeds in Chamba. Capt. Cock found 
several nests near Dharmsala, which is on our border. I 
have never been successful in finding the egg myself. 

45. BUTEO CANESCENS. 

I believe that Buteo plumipes also occurs in these hills. I 
have seen birds that appeared to belong to this species, but 


failed to secure them; I do not therefore include it in my 
list. 


56. Mitvus govinpa. “ Eel.” 


56 ter. Mitvus arrinis. “ Eel.” 
Both species are found within the Chamba limits. 


63. SYRNIUM INDRANI. 


66. SyRNIUM NIVICOLUM. 

In higher ranges; several specimens brought in. 
67. Asio OTUS. 

Two specimens shot in the winter near the town. 


70. Buso coromanpus. “ Ooloo.” 
Owls are here, as in many other places, looked upon as 
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birds of ill omen, the present species more especially so. It 
is shot wherever found, and the body thrown into the nearest 
river, so that the bad luck connected with them may be 
washed away. 


74bis. Scors sunita. ‘“ Dundul.”’ 
74ter. SCOPS SPILOCEPHALUS. 


75 bis. SCOPS PLUMIPES. 

I have only distinguished three species of Scops in the 
forests at an elevation of from 6000 to 7000 feet. Their 
calls are very distinct; one says chock chuk chuk, another 
chuk chuk chuk, and the third chuk chock chock chuk. At 
least this is the nearest 1 can make out of their notes on 
paper. They commence calling in May about dusk, but as 
soon as the rainy scason begins the weird sounds cease. I 
found the eggs of S. spilocephalus at Murree in 1872, but 
have not been successful here. 


79. ATHENE CUCULOIDES. “ Burra dundul.” 


80. GLAUCIDIUM BRODIEI. 
Very common all through forests, where on summer 
nights the quaint double whistle is heard on all sides. 


82. Hirunpo rustica. “ Charairi.”’ 

The common House-Swallow of Chamba. They arrive in 
the spring in numbers, frequently as early as February Ist, 
and stay here till the autumn. A nest may be found in every 
third or fourth house during April and May. A Swallow’s 
nest in the house is looked upon as a good omen by the 
householder. 


84. HIRUNDO FILIFERA. 


85 bis. HIRUNDO DAURICA. 
This species does not come down into the valleys, but is 
common during the summer at Dalhousie (7000 feet). 


90 bis. COTYLE PALLIDA. 
91]. COTYLE RUPESTRIS. 


93. CHELIDON CASHMIRIENSIS. 
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98. CypsELUS MELBA. 

I have seen flocks of these Swifts in the interior, but have 
not discovered their breeding-grounds. I shot one out of a 
flock circling over a pool about 6000 feet up, in the month 
of May. 


99. CYPSELUS APUS. 
The Common Swift is rare in Chamba. I have only seen 
a few stragglers. 


100. CYPSELUS AFFINIS. 

A large flock breeds every summer under the balconies of 
the Raja’s palace. They leave Chamba regularly about the 
Ist December, and return again on the Ist March. 


107. CAPRIMULGUS INDICUS. 

In the warm valleys and up at the hill-station of Dal- 
housie during the months of June and July, where its dismal 
note may be heard all the night through. 


109. CAPRIMULGUS ALBONOTATUS. 

I have only met with this Nightjar in the cedar-forest of 
Kajiar. Its note is very distinct from the other—chok-chok- 
chok, a pause between each. 


114. CAPRIMULGUS MONTICOLA. 
In the Chamba valley only. 


129. Hatcyon smYRNENSIS. “Nula muchrála.” 
Only a winter visitor in the low valleys. 


134. ALCEDO BENGALENSIS. “Nika muchrála.” 
Found about the streams where they debouch from the 
hills. 


137. Ceryre eurrara. “Jel butara.” 

There is a pair of these Kingfishers about every ten or 
twelve miles along the big streams in the interior. I have 
twice found their nesting-holes in precipitous [banks over 
rushing torrents. They breed in Apriland May. The holes 
were practically inaccessible, so I never secured their 
eggs. 
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149. PALÆORNIS PURPURASCENS. 
Common on the outer slopes. 


150. PALÆORNTS SCHISTICEPS. 

Breeds in the forests in the first range. Horse-chestnut 
and bird-cherries are the trees in which they generally make 
the holes for their nests. 


154. Prcus HIMALAYENSIS. “ Turk4n.”’ 
157. Picus MACE!. 
159. Picus BRUNNEIFRONS. 


160. Picus MAHRATTENSIS. 
Only in the Chamba valley. 


170. Gecinus squamatus. “ Tuktola.” 
172. GECINUS OCCIPITALIS. 


174. CHrysoPHLEGMA CHLOROLOPAUS. 
I shot two in February 1882 at an elevation of 5000 fect. 


180. BracHypTERNUS AURANTIUS. 
Seen occasionally in the Ravi valley in the winter. 


188. Iynx TORQUILLA. 


191. MEGALÆMA MARSHALLORUM. “ Traiho.” 

This Barbet comes down to Chamba in the winter, going 
about in flocks of six or eight. In the summer it is common 
in all the forests, the woods resounding with its loud miaow 
miaow, four or five all answering each other from the tops 
of different trees, cach one seeming as if he was trying to 
call louder than the other. 


195. Mrecata#ma asiatica., * Hútúruru.” 
Common in the winter on the fig-trees about the Chamba 
town. Breeds in the forests at low elevations. 


199. CUCULUS CANORUS. 


200. CUCULUS HIMALAYENSIS. 

For a long time I was puzzled about the call of this Cuckoo, 
the deep booming notes sounding something between the 
notes of the Hoopoe and the Green Pigeon. One day, how- 
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ever, I canght him on a bare branch, with his throat puffed 
and tail erect, booming away, and so recognized my friend. 


203. CUCULUS MICROPTERUS. “ Kupulpukki.” 

The “ Kupulpukki” is very common about Dalhousie in 
the summer. The natives believe it to be the ghost of a 
shepherd who has lost his sheep; and the translation of the 
call, as they make it out, is—“ I left my sheep in a cool ravine, 
and I never can find them again.” 


207. HIEROCOCCYX SPARVERIOIDES. 


217. CENTROPUS RUFIPENNIS. 
I have seen one or two occasionally in the Ravi valley in 
the summer. 


220. TACCOCUA SIRKEE. 

For two years I have found a pair of Sirkees in June 
close to the town of Chamba in scrub-jungle, evidently 
breeding. 


225. AITHOPYGA MILES. 

Arrives in Chamba in April, and breeds in suitable loca- 
lities down the valley of the Ravi. Two pairs always spend 
the summer in my garden. 


234. ARACHNECHTHRA ASIATICA. 

A few stragglers occasionally come up from the plains. I 
was surprised to find a pair in a valley in the interior in May, 
evidently breeding. 


241. MYZANTHE IGNIPECTUS. 

I shot one in February near the town after a snow-storm. 
I have not seen any record of this species being found so far 
north-westward before. 


943. CERTHIA HIMALAYANA. 


247. TICHODROMA MURARIA. “ Suppurotsu.” 
Common all the year round on rocks near streams. 


248. SITTA HIMALAYENSIS. 


250. SITTA LEUCOPSIS. 
The only time I ever saw this Nuthatch was on the 2nd 
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of March, when a pair came to my Chamba garden. They 
were evidently passengers to the higher forests. 


2514. Upupa epors. “ Sukdudu.” 
The Hoopoe comes to the town of Chamba for the summer. 
A pair breed in a stone wall by my house every April. 


256. LANIUS LAHTORA. 
257. LANIUS ERYTHRONOTUS. 
258. LANIUS TEPHRONOTUS, 


260. LANIUS VITTATUS. 
The Shrikes are only found in the Ravi valley in the sum- 


mer; they breed near the town. 
269. VOLVOCIVORA MELASCHISTUS. 
273. PERICROCOTUS BREVIROSTRIS. ‘* Masti.” 
275. PERICROCOTUS ROSEUS. 


278. BUCHANGA ALBIRICTUS. 
A few in the warm valleys. 


280. BUCHANGA LONGICAUDATA. “ Gunkat.” 

Common about Dalhousie. I found two or three nests 
there in oak trees in my garden, placed, as usual, at the 
extreme end of a thin bough high up, fixed into a fork, the 
hen invariably sitting with her tail along the bough, so as to 


conceal herself. 


288. TCHITREA PARADISI. “Puani pinja.” 
A pair bred in my garden at Chamba in the end of April. 
I have never seen this species here in the winter. 


291. LEUCOCERCA FUSCOVENTRIS. 
292. LEUCOCERCA ALBOFRONTATA. 
295. CRYPTOLOPHA CINEREOCAPILLA. 
296. HEMICHELIDON FULIGINOSUS. 


297. ALSEONAX LATIROSTRIS. 
I shot one of these birds on the 28th of October near the 


town of Chamha. 
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301. EUMYIAS MELANOPS. 

Very common. In April last a flock of eight or ten came 
into my garden at Chamba, evidently on their way back from 
the plains. It was the first time I had seen them gregarious. 


30-4. CYORNIS RUBECULOIDES. 
An oceasional visitor in the winter. 


310. MUSCICAPULA SUPERCILIARIS. 

Fairly common in the forests. I have found several nests 
in small holes in rotten branches. It never appears to come 
to Chamba in the winter; I have searched in vain for it for 
four winters. 


314, NiLTAVA SUNDARA. 


I have obtained stray specimens near Chamba in the 
winter. 


323 ter. ERYTHROSTERNA HYPERYTHRA. 
333. TROGLODYTES NIPALENSIS. 


343. MYIOPHONEUS TEMMINCKII. ‘ Chonchul.” 
The Yellow-billed Whistling-Thrush is very common about 
all the streams on this side of the snowy range. 


347. Cincius astaticus. “Jel kukri.” 
Very common. I found a nest under a bridge on the 7th 
of May with young ones; elevation 5000 feet. 


351. PerrocossyenHus cyanus. “ Neela daraisi.” 
352. OREŒCETES ERYTHROGASTER. 

353. OREŒCETES CINCLORHYNCHUS. 

355. GEOCICHLA CITRINA. 

356. GEOUICHLA UNICOLOR. 

361. MERULA BOULBOUL. ‘“‘ Kustura.” 


362. Meruta atspocineta. “ Kundoo Kustura.” 

I have only met with this species in the winter, when 
driven down by stress of weather to the valley. 

SER. V.—VOL. II. 2H 
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363. MERULA CASTANEA. “ Lal Kustura.” 


364, TURDUS RUFICOLLIS. 
I have shot two specimens of this rare Thrush, after a 
snow-storm, in my Chamba garden. 


365. TURDUS ATROGULARIS. “ Darairi.” 
Common in the winter. Flocks of Thrushes and Black- 
birds of all sorts come down whenever it snows here. 


368. TURDUS VISCIVORUS. 

The Missel-Thrush breeds in the Kalatope forests. I have 
never seen the Fieldfare or the Redwing. I doubt their occur- 
rence in the Himalayas. 


870. OREOCINCLA MOLLISSIMA. 


392, STACHYRIS PYRRHOPS. 

A winter visitor to Chamba after snow. In summer it is 
to be found up the valleys in the interior amongst the scrub- 
jungle. 


405. PoMATORHINUS ERYTHROGENYS. 

407. GARRULAX LEUCOLOPHUS. 

411. GARRULAX ALBOGULARIS. 

415. TRocHALOPTERON ERYTHROCEPHALUM. ‘ Sahrot.” 
416. TrRocHALOPTERON CHRYSOPTERUM. 

418. TROCHALOPTERON VARIEGATUM. 

421. TRoCHALOPTERON RUFOGULARE, 


425. TROCHALOPTERON LINEATUM. “ Jerrow.” 

The above-named Laughing-Thrushes represent all the 
species of this family to be found within Chamba limits. 
The Trochalopterons come down in the winter, but the others 
never secm to leave the forest or low brushwood-jungles. 


430. SIBIA PICAOIDES. 

None of the Malacocerci or Chatarrhae@ penetrate up the 
Chamba valley ; I have only found them on the outer slopes 
low down. 
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444, Hypsipetes psaroipes. “ Durkél.” 

The commonest bird (excepting the Myna) in Chamba 
during the winter. A flock of over 100 are always about the 
trees in my garden. They breed in the bushes at about 2000 


feet above Chamba. 


458. Orocompsa LEUCOGENYS. “ Painju.”’ 
Common all the year round. 


461. Pycnonotus pyezus. “Kala painju.” 


470. OrtoLus KUNDOO. ‘‘ Umhil.” 
Arrives in the valley in the spring and leaves in October. 


Breeds near the town of Chamba. 
475. COPSYCHUS SAULARIS. ‘“ Dheemdu.” 


481. PRATINCOLA CAPRATA. 
Breeds in the Chamba valley in May. 


483. PRATINCOLA INDICA. 
486. PRATINCOLA FERREA. 


489. SAXICOLA PICATA. 
An occasional winter visitor. 


497. RUTICILLA RUFIVENTRIS. 


499, RUTICILLA ERYTHROGASTRA. 
I shot two specimens of this rare Redstart one winter 


near the town; one was among the boulders on the river, 
flitting about exactly like a Chimarrhornis, for which I mis- 
took it until I saw the white wing-patch. 


508. RUTICILLA FRONTALIS. 
504. RUTICILLA CÆRULEOCEPHALA. 
505. RUTICILLA FULIGINOSA. 


506. CHIMARRHORNIS LEUCOCEPHALA. 
The two last-named species are common about every stream. 


507. LARVIVORA SUPERCILIARIS. 


508. NEMURA CYANURA. 
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511. TarsiGeR CHRYS#US. 

This is, I think, a new locality for the Golden Bush-Chat. 
I can find no record of its having been found previously in 
the N.W. Himalayas. I shot two specimens about a mile 
from the town in the depth of winter. 


513. CALLIOPE PECTORALIS. 

515. ACROCEPHALUS BRUNNESCENS. 
517. ACROCEPHALUS AGRICOLA. 
527. HORORNIS PALLIDUS. 


530. ORTHOTOMUS LONGICAUDA. “ Sdia.”’ 

The Tailor-birds build in my garden at Chamba every 
summer, sewing the leaves of the loquát-trees together. They 
remain here all the year round. 


543. DRYMOIPUS INORNATUS. 
In the winter occasionally seen. 


5147. SUYA CRINIGERA. 

549. SUYA ATROGULARIS. 

550. BURNESIA GRACILIS. 

551. FRANKLINIA BUCHANANI. 
554. PHYLLOSCOPUS TRISTIS. 
560. PHyYLLOSCOPUS VIRIDANUS. 
563. REGULOIDES OCCIPITALIS. 
564. REGULOIDES TROCHILOIDES. 
565 bis. REGULOIDES HUMIL. 
566. ReEGULOIDES PROREGULUS. 


573. ABRORNIS ALBOSUPERCILIARIS. 
Common all the year round; breeds both up at Dalhousie 
and in the valleys. 


580. REGULUS CRISTATUS. 
I met with a flock of Firecrests in the Jamwar forest in 
March 1882. They are by no means common. 


582. SYLVIA AFFINIS. 
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584. Henicurus Macutatus. ‘“ Naraisi.” 

The Spotted Forktail is common about every stream in 
Chamba. In April it commences breeding, and does not 
seem particular as to the elevation at which it builds. I 
have found a nest in the root of a fallen devdat tree near 
where snow was lying in a ravine, about 7000 feet up, and 
several pairs remain all the summer in their winter-quarters 
between 2000 and 3000 feet up. 


587. HENICURUS SCOULERI. 

The Little Forktail is fairly common in the winter. It 
builds under rocks by streams in the interior over 7000 feet 
elevation. 


589. MOTACILLA MADERASPATANA. 
590. MOTACILLA PERSONATA. 
591. MOTACILLA ALBA. 

592. MOTACILLA MELANOPE. 


594. BUDYTES CALCARATUS. 

The Grey Wagtails generally arrive in February. Early 
in March numbers may be seen on the green in front of the 
town, but by the end of the month there is scarcely one left. 
The Yellow Wagtails arrive later and stay a very short time. 
In August I saw a number of M. albu and M. melanope on a 
stony plain just by the top of the Sanch Pass, 14,500 feet. 


596. ANTHUS AGILIS. 

597. ANTHUS TRIVIALIS. 

600. CoryYDALLA RUFULA. 

604. AGRODROMA SORDIDA. 
605. ANTHUS CERVINUS. 

605 quat. ANTHUS BLAKISTONI. 
606. HETERURA SYLVANA. 


623. ĪXULUS FLAVICOLLIS. 

There is no previous record, I believe, of an Ivulus being 
found so far north-west. There were several in my Chamba 
garden in April 1882, but they only stayed a few days. 
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631. ZosTEROPS PALPEBROSUS. 
Common all the year round; breeds in my garden. 
632. SYLVIPARUS MODESTUS. 


633. CEPHALOPYRRHUS FLAMMICEPS. 

Large flocks arrive about the 2nd of April, and are found 
on the plum- and peachi-trees feeding busily among the 
blossoms; they disappear generally the following day. 


63-4. /EGITHALISCUS ERYTHROCEPIIALUS. 
638. LopPHOPHANES MELANOLOPHUS. 
644. Parus monticouta. “ Didalu.” 
645. PARUS CINEREUS. 

647. MACHLOLOPHUS XANTHOGENYS. 


653. AccENToR ALTAICUS. “ Phondaisi.” 
Comes down in large flocks in the winter. 


654 bis. AcCENTOR JERDONI. 

These were the only two Accentors I shot; but I saw in 
Pangi two species which I believe to have been A. nipa- 
lensis and A. monticola. 

660. CORVUS MACRORHYNCHUS. 

The common Crow of the hills of Chamba. 


666. NUCIFRAGA HEMISPILA. 

The shikarics tell me of a bird which answers to the 
description of N. multimaculata being seen frequently in the 
pinc-forests in the interior, but I have not seen it myself. 


668. Pica RUSTICA. 
Occurs in the highlands of Pangi, the other side of the 
Chenab river. 


669. GARRULUS BISPECULARIS. 

670. GARRULUS LANCEOLATUS. - “ Bandar.’ 
672. Urocissa FLAVIROSTRIS. ‘* Chainchul.” 
674. DenpROcITTA RUFA. “ Tindar.” 


676. DENDROCITTA HIMALAYENSIS. “ Kuppru.”’ 
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679. Freeitus HIMALAYANUS. 

680. PyRRHOCORAX ALPINUS. 

681. STURNUS VULGARIS. 

682. STURNUS NITENS. 

684. ACRIDOTHERES TRISTIS. “ Gotari.”’ 
686. ACRIDOTHERES FUSCUS. 

689. TEMENUCHUS PAGODARUM. 

700. Passer pomesticus. “ Tiddi.” 


708. PASSER CINNAMOMEUS. 

For two seasons one of these Sparrows used to sit on a 
balcony outside my dressing-room window at my Dalhousie 
house and fly against the window-panes, banging the glass with 
its beak and claws, going on till it was absolutely exhausted. 
It continued this game for four or five hours a day during 
the months of May and June. Nothing frightened it away 
for more than a few minutes. Towels were hung out with 
no effect. The window was opened; it went to another. 
Even bird-lime was discovered and avoided. It did not mind 
seeing people in the room. At times the bird would con- 
tinue its assault on the glass when it had scarcely strength to 
fly at the window. Its beak open, wings drooping, it presented 
a picture of misery and mania! It had a nest under the eaves 
each summer. At the end of June in the second year of its 
visitation it disappeared, worn out, doubtless, by the unusual 
labours it had gone through. 


710. PASSER MONTANUS. 

711. PASSER FLAVICOLLIS. 
714, EMBERIZA STRACHEYI. 
718. EMBERIZA STEWARTI. 


720. EMBERIZA PUSILLA. 
I met with the Dwarf Bunting only in Pangi. 


724. MELOPHUS MELANICTERUS. 
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725. HESPERIPHONA ICTEROIDES. “ Tangaira.” 

This Grosbeak must be common in the pine forests at higher 
altitudes, judging from the numbers that come down during 
severe winter weather to Chamba. It is only after a very 
heavy fall of snow that they descend. One winter over 
three hundred were shot in the course of a week. Their 
flesh, which is excellent eating, is much esteemed by the 
natives, I have never succeeded in finding their nests here, 
though I was more fortunate in Murree. 


727. MycEROBAS MELANOXANTHUS. 

Į secured three or four specimens of the Spotted-winged 
Grosbeak one winter. They were with the black and yellow 
ones. 


729. PYRRHULA ERYTHROCEPHALA. 

I met with a flock of ten or twelve Bullfinches early in 
April up at Dalhousie ; as I had no gun, I failed to secure a 
specimen. I watched them for some time, and believe they 
belonged to this species. 


732. PYRRHULA AURANTIACA. 
Rare in the forests at 60090 or 7000 feet elevation. 


738. CARPODACUS ERYTHRINUS, 


747. PyRRHOSPIZA PUNICEA. 

When close by the crest of the Sanch Pass at dawn on the 
20th September 1881 (alas! my gun had gone on ahead to 
camp), I saw a pair of these beautiful red-breasted Finches 
feeding their fully fledged young on a rock not far from my 
path. I had my binocular with me, so was able to watch 
them closely for about a quarter of an hour, when they 
disappeared down a ravine. There was no mistaking the 
species. 


748. CALACANTHIS BURTONI. 
In the winter a few come down to Chamba. 


749. CARDUELIS CANICEPS. 


750. CHRYSOMITRIS SPINOIDES. 
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751. METOPONIA PUSILLA. 

The gold-headed Finches come here in flocks in March, 
but stay a very short time. 

753. FRINGILAUDA SORDIDA. 

Very common all through the winter in large flights. 


767. ALAUDA GULGULA. 

778. SPHENOUCERCUs SPHENURUS. ‘ Kokla.” 
784. PatumBus castotis. ‘ Dhanud.” 
787. PALUMB@NA EVERSMANNI, 


788. CoLUMBA INTERMEDIA. 
789. COLUMBA RUPESTRIS. 


790. CotumBaA LEuconotA. “ Bujul.” 

The Snow-Pigeons and Palumbus casiotis come down 
about Chamba in very large flocks in the winter. I only 
once got P. eversmanni. Columba rupestris I met with in 
the Pangi valley breeding in the precipitous cliffs overhang- 
ing the Chenab. : 


792. TURTUR RUPICOLA. ‘ Coin.” 
795. TuRTUR SURATENSIS. 


796. TURTUR RISORIA.  Googi.” 


797. TURTUR HUMILIS. 
803. Pavo cristatus. g “Mohr,” 2? “ Bodur.” 
804. Lornornorus IMpeYaNnus. “ Nilgur.” 


80-4 żer. LOPHOPHORUS CHAMBANUS, sp. nov. (Plate X.) 

Two years ago a Monál Pheasant was brought in to 
me from the Birnóta forest (in the Chamba State, N.W. 
Himalaya), which I saw at once was very different from 
L. impeyanus. Its bronzed lower back and green breast 
made it easily distinguishable from any other known species. 
My brother, Major George Marshall, R.E., who was with me, 
suggested that I should describe it then ; but fearing that it 
might be a mere variety, I considered it best to wait until 
more specimens could be procured. The following spring 
Mr. A. L. Seale (to whom I have given a contract to shoot 
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Monal and Argus for skins in Chamba during the season) 
told me that he had had three specimens of what he called 
“the Black-backed Monaél” brought in to him from the 
same direction that my bird came from. On comparison I 
found that they agreed exactly with mine. This being, I con- 
sider, sufficient proof that it is a distinct species, I propose 
for it the name Lophophorus chambanus, after the Raja of 
Chamba, in whose territories it was discovered. The dis- 
tinctive marks that separate this species from L. impeyanus 
are unmistakable. There is not a trace of white on the back ; 
this colour is replaced by a bronzed purple. The breast, 
instead of being black, is burnished green, the colour being 
somewhat fainter than that on the green feathers at the sides 
of the neck. 

The type of this new species, from which tie figure . 
(Plate X.) has been taken, I sent to Mr. Sclater, who has 
kindly deposited it in the British Museum. 


806. CERIORNIS MELANOCEPHALA. “ Fulgun,” 

The Horned Pheasant is plentiful in suitable localities 
throughout Chamba; a few are to be found in Pangi, the 
other side of the snowy range. They are the most dclicate 
of all the Pheasants in confinement. The food on which 
they thrive best is chopped lettuce and turnips with wheat. 
Mr. Scale has succeeded in taking a large number in good 
-health to Calcutta for Mr. Jamrach ; but very few, I believe, 
reach England alive. When I first came to Chamba I found 
that these Pheasants and the Monal were being gradually 
exterminated by being snared and shot in the breeding- 
season. Allsnaring has now been stopped, and £300 is paid 
annually for the right-to shoot cock birds from November 
till March. About 1200 skins are collected each season. 
The birds are rapidly increasing in numbers. 


808. PUCRASIA MACROLOPHA. “ Kukróla.” 

The Koklass is not common in any part of Chamba. Its 
solitary habits and predilection for thick forests make it 
difficult to turn out except with dogs. It bears confine- 
ment well. 
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809. PHASIANUS waLuicuir. ‘ Chéman.” 
Fairly abundant on the grassy hills away from forests. 


810. Evetocamus aLpocristatus. “ Kolsa.” 

Very common throughout Chamba on this side of the 
snows. Very difficult to tame. 

812. GALLUS FERRUGINEUS. “Bun kookur.” 

Only in the low hills near where the Ravi flows out into 
the plains. 

816. TETRAOGALLUS HIMALAYENSIS. “ Galound.” 

The “ Galound ” is, next to the hen Monal, considered the 
best of the Pheasants for eating by the Chambials. It is, 
however, a rare treat, as the birds frequent the bare spurs up 
by the snows, and are therefore not easily shot. 


817. Lerwa nivicota. < Biju.” 

The Lerwa is found in packs all along the first snowy 
range; but I am told that it does not occur on the ranges 
beyond Pangi. 

818. FRANCOLINUS VULGARIS. “Kala titur.” 

There are a good many in the Chamba valley, but the 
natives say that they were originally imported from the 
plains. 

820. CACCABIS CHUKOR. “ Chukru.” 

The Chukor abounds all over Chamba, extending beyond 
the snows into Pangi. 

824. ARBoRICOLA TORQUEOLA. “ Ról,” or“ Ram chukru.” 

This is the only one of the Wood-Partridges that occurs 
in Chamba; it frequents the forests where the Argus and 
Koklass are found. 

829. CoruRNIx comMuUNIs. “ Butair.” 

The Grey Quail only occurs during passage, staying for 
from fifteen days to a month in April. 

TURNIX, sp. inc. 

One of the Button-Quails occurs down the Ravi valley, but 
I have never been able to secure a specimen. 


851. VANELLUS CRISTATUS. 
An occasional winter visitor. 
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855. LoBIVANELLUS GOENSIS. 

A pair of these birds (so common in the plains) breed every 
April among the reeds bordering the little lake in a glade of 
the Kajiar deodar forest, elevation 6900 feet. 


867. SCOLOPAX RusticuLA. ‘‘ Chinjarole.” 

The Woodcock breeds in thickets at 10,000 and 11,000 
feet elevation, and comes down to the Ravi valley when driven 
by snow. It takes a heavy fall to bring in ‘ Chinjarole,” 
and he stays as short a time as possible. There are certain 
places about the town where Woodcock may be found for a 
certainty after a snow-storm, one being among the planta- 
tion trees in my vegetable garden. Last February we shot 
sixty-six in and near Chamba. This winter, which has been 
a mild one, a dozen have not been found. Though I offered 
a reward for the eggs, I have not succeeded in getting any. 
But the Woodcock has been frequently seen in the breeding- 
season by sportsmen in the highlands of Chamba. 


868. GALLINAGO NEMORICOLA. 


869. GALLINAGO SOLITARIA. 

Both of these Snipes must breed on this side of the snowy 
range, as they have been met with and shot in the breeding- 
season in the interior at high clevatious. They never come 
to the Ravi valley, like the Woodcock does, though they 
have heen frequently shot during snow just below Dalhousie 
at 5000 feet, the Solitary being the commoner of the two. 


871. GALLINAGO SCOLOPACINA. 


891. AcTITIS GLAREOLA. 

893. ACTITIS HYPOLEUCOS. 

894. TOTANUS GLOTTIS. 

901. HYDROPHASIANUS CHIRURGUS. 

Two specimens of this Jacana have been shot in different 


- years in the highlands of Pangi, the other side of the snows, 
in the summer time. 


903. FULICA ATRA. 
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905. GALLINULA CHLOROPUS. 
923. ARDEA CINEREA. 

936. BOTAURUS STELLARIS. 

957. SPATULA CLYPEATA. 

958. ANAS BOSCAS. 

961. CHAULELASMUS STREPERUS. 
962. MARECA PENELOPE. 

964. QUERQUEDULA CRECCA. 


969. FULIGULA NYROCA. 

The Ducks are only passengers through in the autumn and 
spring. There isa marsh about a mile from the town, where 
they frequently take twenty-four hours’ rest on their way 
to the plains. They never stay longer by any chance. On 
their return journey very few rest here. 


975. PODICEPS MINOR. 

984. HypRocHELIDON INDICA. 

986. STERNA HIRUNDO. 

1005. Gracutus carBo. “Jel Kawar.” 


1007. GRACULUS JAVANICUS. 


XLII.—Notes on a Collection of Birds from Lankoran. 
By Henry SEEBOHM. 


AN opportunity of examining a collection of 600 skins of 
birds from the vicinity of Lankoran, on the southern shores 
of the Caspian, enables me to add several species to the list of 
Persian birds, and to make some corrections in geographical 
distribution. 


AQUILA N&EVIA. 

Four examples of the Spotted Eagle belong to the larger 
of the two European forms, and would be regarded as 
A. clanga by those ornithologists who separate them. 


BUTEO MENETRIESI. 
Fight Buzzards vary in length of wing from 16 to 15 


